

St. Catherine of Siena

Minutes of

Parish Council Meeting

Wednesday April 14, 2004

Attending: Fr. George, Jim Pearson, Robert O’Neil, Bob Payette, Bill McGonegal, Jean Ann Bushnell, Dorothy Gale, Nancy Mignault, Joan Hartung 

Absent:  Frank Anderson

Joan Hartung offered Opening Prayer.

There were no parishioner statements. There was no new correspondence.   

The March minutes were accepted as amended.

Minutes, agenda and any available committee reports should be provided to the council members at least one week in advance of the meeting. Minutes will be put in the bulletin as previously agreed, as a draft. 

Anything that is a part of the minutes, although subsequently cancelled should still be a part of the minutes

Committee reports:

 Parish life: preparing for the family picnic May 23rd after the 10am Mass at Amos Lake. There will be a flyer in the April 16/17 bulletin. Thanks to all on the committee for the hard work.  

Children’s Liturgy and Education:  

During the last week of Lent, Jr. & Sr. High classes did the Stations of the Cross with Fr. George and Nancy and there was a class party following.

The First Communion and Confirmation Enrollment Rituals were held over the past few weeks. The Confirmation class went on retreat on Enders Island. The class stated they enjoyed the day together. Confirmation students helped with the Holy Thursday Mass –greeting/ prayers passing out breads at the end of mass. Confirmation interviews are being conducted as they prepare to be Confirmed. 

There was almost 100% attendance at the ministers meeting, which took place two weeks ago. The changes of the Mass and why the changes were taking place were discussed. 

Fr. George and Nancy attended a 3 hour workshop on the Implementation of the Pastoral Code of Conduct and the new comprehensive screening policy. Implementing these new policies will be time consuming, All the catechist and children’s liturgy volunteers have now taken the 4 hour “Virtus” workshop on sexual abuse, “ protecting God’s children”. We are pleased that everyone who attended believed in the importance of the workshop and took a half-day to attend. This truly shows the commitment they have to the parish. 

Nancy was humbled and honored to be asked to dispense the Oil of the Sick to all 78 parishes at the end of the Chrism Mass this year. It was a moving experience for her. 

Fr George and Nancy were very pleased with how smoothly Holy Week went this year. They received positive feedback not only about the Masses but how well the altar servers did and the music by our new music director and choir.

Maintenance:  The hot water heater was replaced and paid for. The maintenance committee will need a new chair as Russ Hartung is retiring and moving. The items on the maintenance list were assigned to committee members to pursue. We need someone to cut the grass on the church grounds, there has been an ad on the web site. The maintenance list still includes:

Replace the flooring in the men’s room

Replace the carpet in the Sacristy

Refinish the Church doors. 

Increase lighting in the vestibules

Repair and fill cracks in the parking area
Fire alarm system for the church 

Replace the overhang in the front of the church

Census and Stewardship: A list was generated to be able to mail the first parish newsletter. They were mailed out so that they would arrive in homes before Holy Week. Bulk mail can be used in the future. The mailing list seems accurate as only a few have been returned to the rectory.  

Finance: The finance committee met on March 11 with the main topic being the proposed 2004/05 budget. There appears that there will be a small deficit in the proposed budget but that would not include the profits from the summer festival. 

There is a deficient predicted for this year based on anticipated income/expenses.   

Issues and concerns: 

1.There was a discussion about the Safe Environments program and keeping current with the program. There is low turn over with catechists so we are in good shape. 

2. Still trying to find a person to mow the grass. The difference between finding a person to mow the grass and hiring a contractor was discussed. 

3. We are still looking for a person to take over the can and bottle collecting. 

Old Business Need: 

1. Still looking for new council members. Current council members are still asking folks to join us.   

2. Calendar is on the web site is wonderful and letter that went into the bulletin was great. Appreciate the contributions that folks provided for the newsletter and the articles were great.  
3.  May 16th was chosen for the evening of discernment. Council members will speak at masses and notices will be in the bulletin. 

New Business 

Dorothy Gale read a statement that she had prepared, citing many articles in support of her belief that the Catholic church supports significant lay involvement and that the council should be able to reach consensus and be able to implement the decision. An example that was provided was that Sr Janet was schedule to facilitate a follow up to the council retreat, which the council anticipated. Fr George and Sr Janet decided that there was not necessary, as the council had achieved 5 of the 7 goals. Father George stated that his belief is that he can reserve judgment on council recommendations and needs time to reflect on them before implementing. 

The council needs to determine what consensus is and the purpose of council. They will read chapters 6 & 7 before the next meeting to facilitate discussion on the topic. 

Schedule for refreshments and opening prayer will be 

May- Jim P 

June-Dorothy. 

Closing prayer offered by Fr George

Meeting adjourned at 8:50

Parish Council Meetings are open to all Parishioners. All are in invited and encouraged to attend. Council meets the first Wednesday of the month, 7-9pm, in the Rectory meeting room

May 5, June 2

Please join us!!!
