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DIOCESE OF NORWICH
201 Broadway
NORWICH, CONN.

OFFICE OF THE BISHOP April 18, 1960

Dear Father lMurphy:

1 look forward with great pleasure to officiating next
Sunday at the dedication of the new church in Preston which
has been built under your direction, It will be for me an
occasion of special importance, since Saint Catherine's will
be the first church [ shall have the privilesge to dedicate
as Bishop of Norwich.

When I visited the site of the new church with you re-
cently, I was struck by its simple beauty, It is truly a
House of God. All who shared in its building have a right
to feel proud of their work. This church which will fill
a long-felt need for a proper place of worship in the area
is a monument to the faith and generosity of your people.

I am grateful to you, their pastor, for the inspiring lead=-
ership you have given them,

It is my sincere hope and prayer that Our Blessed Lord
will shower His blessings upon the priests and people of
Saint Catherine's, and that this Day of Dedication will mark
the beginning of an era of rich spiritual growth and devel-
opment for the Catholics of Preston.

Devotedly yours In Christ,
- Leen (0 o

Bishop of Norwich

Very Reverend Vincent D. Murphy
Saint Mary's Rectory
Jewett City, Connecticut



His Excellency
The Most Reverend Vincent ]. Hines, D.D., ].C.D.

Bishop of Norwich



HISTORY OF THE PARISH

For many years the Catholics in the town of Preston were under
the jurisdiction of the Pastor of St. Mary's Church, Norwich, but in the
year 1954 The Most Reverend Bernard J. Flanagan, Bishop of Norwich,
transferred that jurisdiction to the Pastor of St. Mary’s Church, Jewett
City, to Monsignor Alfred F. Driscoll.

He arranged for Mass to be offered up every Sunday and Holyday
of Obligation in the Community Center at Preston City, the first Mass
being celebrated there on December 18th, 1854. At first catechism was
taught in the Community Center but later on classes were also held
in the home of Mr. & Mrs. Albert Lambert in the Poquetanuck section of
the town.

In June, 1857, Monsignor Driscoll was transferred to St. Mary's
Church, New London, and was succeeded by the Reverend Vincent D.
Murphy, Pastor of St. John's Church, Montville. So that more children
might be able to participate in the religious instruction program, ar-
rangements were made for the teaching of catechism in the Preston
City and Poquetanuck Public Scheols and this program is still in effect.

During the pastorate of Monsignor Driscoll the Guild of Our Lady
of Good Counsel was organised. Under the direction of Father Murphy
this group continued its zealous work and became the nucleus of a drive
for a church that would provide for the spiritual needs of all Catholics
in the Town of Preston.

In the year 1959 four acres of land was donated to the embryonic
parish by the William O'Neil Family of Norwich. A successful financial
drive was launched and with help from the Norwich Diocesan Develop-
ment Fund, ground was broken for the new St. Catherine Church in
July, 1959. With the Dedication of the church today by His Excellency,
Most Reverend Vincent J. Hines, D.D., J.C.D., Bishop of Norwich, the
dreams and plans of the Catholics of Preston become a reality.

Mention must be made of the invaluable service rendered
to St. Catherine’s by the Sisters of the Holy Ghost of St. Mary’'s Convent,
Jewett City, who have taught in Preston City since 1955, and by the
Assistants of St. Mary's, Jewett City, Father Messier and Father Sutula,
who have taught at the Poquetanuck School since 1957.

With the rapid growth of Eastern Connecticut, it is inevitable
that the population of Preston will expand. Thus Catholics of the town
of Preston today and for many years to come will have their spiritual
needs satisfied by the beoutiful new church that is being dedicated
today.



he Most Reverend Bernard ]J. Flanagan, D.D., ]J.C.D.

Bishop of Worcester




Very Reverend Vincent D. Murphy, Pastor
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MEMORIALS

SANCTUARY WINDOW
ALTAR AND CANDLESTICKS
TABERNACLE

ALTAR CRUCIFIX
SANCTUARY LAMP

UPPER FRONT STAINED GLASS
WINDOWS

TESTER
LOWER FRONT STAINED GLASS
WINDOWS

OUTSIDE STATUE —
ST. CATHERINE OF SIENA

ST. JOSEPH STATUE
BLESSED VIRGIN STATUE
BAPTISMAL FONT
SANCTUARY KNEELERS

STATIONS OF THE CROSS I and II
IIT and IV
V and VI
VII and VIII
IX and X
XI and XII
XIII and XIV
LECTERN
CONFESSIONAL
CREDENCE TABLE
ALTAR CARDS & VASES
ALTAR RAIL
MONSTRANCE
CHALICE
CIBORIUM
SEDILIA
AMBRY
VOTIVE STAND
MISSAL AND STAND
ABLUTION CUP, BELL,
COMMUNION PLATE
CENSER AND BOAT

PROCESSIONAL CROSS

Our Lady of Good Counsel Guild
Mr & Mrs. Joseph Perrone
Catherine J. O'Neil

Catherine E. Yerrington
Blanchard Family

Blanchard Family
W. Howard Haley
Murphy and Gormley Families

Edwin J. Edwards

Girard Family
Deceased Parents of Andrew and
Jeannette Popinchalk

Katherine Bertha and
Joseph Walter Polomski

Brosnan Family
Deceased Members of Courey Family
Barbara Ann Lambert

Joseph E. Brochu —
Anthony and Claudia Przekop

Arthur and Dorothea P. McGowan
Geisthardt and Karpinski Families
Mr, and Mrs., William B. Noyes
Przborowski Family

Thomas I. Wilson Family

Anthony C. Walker Family

Teater Family

Barry Family

Mr. & Mrs. John P. Driscoll
Fontaine Family

William F. Driscoll Family
Parishioners of St. Mary’s, Jewett City
Louis A. Combies

John P. Murphy

Mrs. Margaret Coughlin

Preston City Fair Association

Mrs. Mary Nealon

Samuel, Frank and Lydia Yerrington
Raymond and Katherine Wheeler
Sample Family

Anthony Cook
Margaret E. Haymes



BENEFACTORS

Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Barry, Sr.
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Blanchard
Mr. & Mrs. William Brosnan
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Clark
Mrs. Josephine Combies

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Combies
Anthony Cook

Mr. & Mrs. John P. Driscoll
William F. Driscoll Family
Edwin J. Edwards

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Geisthardt
Mr, & Mrs. John Girard

Mrs. Mary Haley

Mr. & Mrs. Albert Lambert

Very Reverend Vincent D. Murphy

Miss Margaret Noyes
William O’Neil Family

CONTRI

Mr. & Mrs. Alex Audevich
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Arsenault
Mr. & Mrs, Arthur Barry, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. A. Bassette

Mrs. Stella Benjamin

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Benoit
Mrs. Rose Berg

Mr. & Mrs. Rene Bernier

Mr. & Mrs. P. Brummett

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Copacchione
Mr. & Mrs, R. Chick

Leon Dupont

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Fitzgerald
Mrs. Carl Fleming

Mrs. George Fontaine

Mr. & Mrs. Milo Gardner

Mr. & Mrs. A. Gileau

Mr. & Mrs. Victor Good

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Grabarek

Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Grabarek, Sr.

Mrs. John Gromko

Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Hamelin
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Harkins
Mr. & Mrs. James Hoffman
Mr. & Mrs. John Izbicki

Mr. & Mrs. Henry Jorsz

David Kane

Mr. & Mrs. Jeannette LaPrade

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Perrone
Mr. & Mrs. Chester Polomski
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Popinchalk
Preston City Fair Association
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Przekop
Mr. & Mrs. John Przyborowski
Mrs. Anne Pukallus

St. Mary's Parish, Jewett City
William Sample

Mr. & Mrs. Gilbert Teater

Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Walker
Mrs. Katherine Wheeler

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Wilson, Sr.
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Wilson, Jr.
Frank and Lydia Yerrington
Margaret E. Haymes

BUTORS

Liberty Store

Mr. & Mrs. John Longo

Mr. & Mrs. John LoPresti
Mr & Mrs. Joseph LoPresti
Mr. & Mrs. James Marlowe
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Melgey
Mr. & Mrs. William Melgey
Mr. & Mrs. Earl Nickeson
Mr. & Mrs. George Pack

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Perrone
Joseph Piela

Mr. & Mrs. Henry Piszezek
Mr. & Mrs. Laurence Proulx
Mr. & Mrs. Wilfred Prue
Mr. & Mrs. Lucien Rajotte
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Rizzuto
Mrs. F. Rodman, Sr.

Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Rogers
Mr. & Mrs. Felix Snurkowski
Mr. & Mrs. William Sokolowski
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Thetreault
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Thurston
Miss Ruth Thurston

Mr. & Mrs. Roger Verville
Mr. & Mrs. Francis Waldron
Mr. & Mrs. Ernest Wiese, Sr.
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Yovino
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CONFIRMATION CLASS - APRIL 24, 1960

Administered by

MOST REVEREND VINCENT J. HINES, D.D., J.C.D.

SPONSORS: Albert Lambert and Miss Margaret Noyes

James Brandes
Kenneth Cubanski
Raymond Hamelin
Edward Hnatiuk
John Galligan
Peter Galligan
Michael Perrone
Donald Rizzuto
Paul Rutkowski

Steven Snurkowski

Charlene Brummett
Roseann Butler

Darlene Capacchione

Catherine Clark
Linda Fleming
Dorothy Fulcher
Diane Geisthardt
Eileen Lamothe
Kathleen Lebuis
Barbara Longo
Carol Ann Melgey
Mary Ann Melgey
Virginia Piszczek
Patricia Prue

Geraldine Puza

Kathleen Louise Rajotte

Ann Rizzuto



PROGRAM OF DEDICATION

LAYING OF THE CORNERSTONE AND DEDECATION PRAY!]
The Most Reverend Vincent J. Hines, D.D., J.C.D.

DEACONS OF HONOR

Reverend Roland A. Guilmette
Reverend Louis B. Blacharczyk

SOLEMN HIGH MASS OF DEDICATION
CELEBRANT

Very Reverend Vincent D. Murphy

DEACON
Reverend Rene D. Messier

SUB DEACON
Reverend Leo S. Sutula
MASTER OF CEREMONIES
Right Reverend Monsignor Paul J. St. Onge

ASSISTANT MASTER OF CEREMONIES
Reverend Michael D, Fox

THURIFER

Reverend Joseph V. King
CROSS BEARER

Joseph Dudek
ACOLYTES

Paul Kobelski

Michael Konon
CANDLE BEARERS

Michcel Turano

Raymond Guillet

DEDICATION PREACHER
Right Reverend Monsignor Alfred F. Driscoll

CONFIRMATION CEREMONY
Most Reverend Vincent J. Hines, D.D., ].C.D.

ASSISTANT PRIESTS
Reverend Henry Laurion
Reverend Henry Dziadosz
CHOIR
Children of St. Mary’s School, Jewett City



